PRESS RELEASE			FRIENDS OF THE FOREST


THREAT TO ANCIENT WOODLANDS OF THE FOREST OF DEAN

Friends of the Forest are calling for local people and local organisations to lobby the government to have removed from a government draft document a caveat that would open up ancient woodland to development.

In Planning Policy Statement 9 (PPS9) the Government is reviewing its stance on ancient woodlands in England.  Despite stating that planning permission should not be granted for any developments that would result in its loss or deterioration of ancient woodland because they are a valuable irreplaceable resource, it adds the exception 

“unless the need for, and benefits of, the development in that location outweigh the loss of the woodland habitat.”

This addition undermines the importance of ancient woodland that should be given in planning accorded in key national policy strategies such as the England Biodiversity Strategy, UK Sustainable Development Strategy and the England Forestry Strategy.

Colin Smith Chairman of Friends of the Forest said,

For the Forest of Dean District we have the crazy situation whereby on the Welsh side of Offa’s Dyke ancient woodland is strongly protected whereas on the English side this will open up ancient woodland to development.  It is vital that this caveat be removed. 

The Statutory Forest and other woods adjacent to it, are fortunate to contain many rare remnants of ancient semi-natural woodland which are like the jewels in the crown of the Forest of Dean.  These areas contain rich seed banks and a rich biodiversity that should be protected so that they can be encouraged to multiply and spread into other areas of the Forest of Dean currently degraded by plantations, to help bring back something like the former glory of ancient semi-natural woodland to the whole of the Forest of Dean for future generations to enjoy.  This would also make sound economic sense because tourists essentially come to the Forest of Dean to see and enjoy an ancient British forest.”

The closing date for responses is Thursday December 9th.  Friends of the Forest are providing on their website at www.friendsoftheforest.co.uk wording and detail as to how people can respond.  All responses should be sent to Sangeeta Sofat, Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, Planning Policies Division (A), Zone 6, Eland House, Bresenden Place, London, SW1E 5DU
ENDS
CONTACT: Mary Newton: 01594-822079          Colin Smith: 01594-542480      

Further Information:				

DEFRA (2002) Working with the grain of nature. A biodiversity strategy for England para 6.9; DETR (1999) A Better Quality of Life, p.85; Forestry Commission (1998) A New Focus for England’s Woodlands. 
Planning Policy Wales states that “ancient and semi-natural woodlands are irreplaceable habitats of high biodiversity value which should be protected from development that would result in significant damage’. 


