P.Q. ENGINEERING DEPT.. ’ MISCELLANEOUS
ENGINEERING INSTRUCTIONS - FIRE ALARMS
B 0003

FIRE~ALARM SYSTEMS
Glossary of terms

le General, The -following terms and their definitlons are In common use ln cOnneylopn With systems of
fire-alarms, call tells, and fire-call sirens.

Term Definivion

—

. *1! FIRE STATION A bullding, or & part thereof, which occcommudates moblle fire-~fighting
appllances, ang usually tele-communication faciiities for the receipt
amd distrivution of fire.calls.

UNATTENDED FIRE~STATION A filre~statlon which 15 not staffs=q¢ continudusly.

* ATTENDED FIRE-STATION A fire-station which 18 staffed continupusly by one Or more allterndants :
or firenen,

WATCHR OOM The room in whnich fire calls are recelved in 4 fire station ana dealt :
with; 1t containz tre t2lephone intercommunlcatling eguipment ard any i
alarm-recordaing apfaratus, house-vall keys, call-bell keys etc. ’
H
|

FIRE~-ALARM Apn electrical signalling device proviaea for suroning the fire service
to the point which the fire-alarm is 10cated. !

STREET FIRE-ALARM A fire-azlarm proviaed In thre Street for the ude of the public. !

AUTOMATIC FIRE-ALARM A fire-glarm provided In & bullding for summonlng the fire service
autoratically when fire treaks out in tre oullding.

STREET FIRE-ALARM SYSTEM A system Of Street fire-alarms connected by op2n Or ¢los2g clrcult to the:
fire statipn with or without, house~tells, call-bells or sziremn 2tc.

OPEN-CIRCUIT FIRE-ALARM WORKING A method of worting z fire-alarm system in which the line (or lines) '
connecting the 3treet flre-alarm 1s normally alsconnected, ard 1is i
¢artred Or looped when the rardle at the fire-alarm is 'bulled’,

thereby Operating a Signel at the fire station. An earthed or looped
tattery 13 conpected LO the line at the statlon.

CLOSED~CIRCUIT FIRE-ALARM A method of working a fire-alarm system in which the street fire-alarm.

WORKING connected ToO the fire statlion are linked together by a continuous 100D,
around whnich a steady current is maintsined. When & fire-alarm is
'pulledt, the loop is interrupted Iin accordance wWith = csfinite ¢ode
which operates recording apraratus at the flre stavion.

BOKEN-CIRCUIT FIRE~ALARM The methoa of working 5 normally closed-circult rlre -zlarm circult when
WORKING rhe loop is disconnected, 2.g. under fzult condivlon. Tre vattery

aAnd recording apfaratus at the statlon are, in these conditions,
conrected to both wires In parallel In pPreparatlon for recelving code

signals over sither wire arg earth. i
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Term

PLAIN-SECTOR FIRE-ALARM
WORKING

SUCCESSION FIRE-ALARM
WORKING

REPEAT CIRCUIT

REGISTER

TAKE-UP REEL

TIME AND DATE STAMP

GONG
* {SILENT TEST

ANNUNCIATOR

FIRE TELEPHONE
DOOR PULL

FIRE-BELL

HOUSE-BELL

CALL-BELL

H
{
{CALL-BELL POINT
l

* STATION CALL~BELL

'CALL-BELL GROUP

A method of operating 5 closed-circul
tire-tlarms, 1n which there 1S no s

3lgnals, in uthe event Of two fire-a

'ig
@

mutilation of

‘pullea! simultane ously,
A4 yethod of operatling & closea-circull system us.‘mg code~slgralling
tire-alarms, in which the codes ©of more t} & fire-alarm ‘pulleat

simultaneously are transmitted WwWithout

A circult over wnich signals recelved at oOpe pire statlion on a
fire-alarm system are re=gransmitved simultans cusl;

An electro~mecranical device, driven by clockwork, which r
paper tape, elither by bunched nholes Op InkKing-co0ge; Impulses transmitted
by a code~-signalling fire-alarm.

A clockWork-driven reel, which vaintiins tine
tape released by the register.

tension 2rg wWinds-up the

A gevice which gramps autoratically the
minute - upon the =dge Of the vape immediately afier the
circult.

date 4503 Uime ~ tLO the nearest
recelpt of &
coae sigral over a filre-alarm

A large -electurog-mechanical bel 1 beats out

the codg signal received over a

Tre testing of the firz-alarm
a tirs call,

T wWALhOut transmitting

A rlap lmdicator at the fire-3tation
The operation of the fire-alarm ¢
¢XD0se Lhe numbsr ard/or namy of

Lo the fire-alarm ¢clrcult.
£1lsp L0 Arop ard

A direct private telephOne circult between publlc vulldings, insvitutions,
Dusiness . premises, =2iC. 2na the fire 3%ation.

An exposed non-locklng pull-hargle fittea on the futiide 0f an attended

tire-gtation, and which 13 adCessivls Lo Tre public.

An electric vell ritted in an
exclusively by a qoor pull {or OLner sw
the fire station ror use by the

r fire-call

An electric bell, (trambler or mgnetsl, oDrovided fo
way from the firemen's

Durposes in an atterded fire statlion oft pOints o

QUaPtErs 8.g. in the appliance room, 1o

An electric bell, {(Trambler or refrs
firemen may bte when ¢ ;
residences, their quarters 4t the fire ata
employment.

call-bell 18

finoen.

The peint at which a

purposes or ror
in the station.

A call-pell fivted in apn uUnatienasa
givling the alarm vo firemen whe may e

A number of call-bells teea, at points To it the
Lo a common line rrom the ring-ou

1ine plant layout,
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i Term ‘ Definition
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! CALL~-BELL SY3TE( . A gystem of call-bells or call-bell groups with one or mere ring—out?
polints.

RING-QUT POINT The point at which electrical energy 1s applied directly to one or i

more call=-bell groups for the purpose of sounding the bells.

LOCAL CONTROL OF CALL-BELLS The control of call-bells by a manual operation at the ring-out poinq
or points. i
CALL~OUT POINT The premises from which call-bells and/or sirens are remotely %
i controlled. {
HEMOTE CONTROL OF CALL-BELLS The control of call-bells by a manual operation at a call-out polnt
@ located away from the ring-out point (or polnts). |

CONTROL UNITS Apparatus of unit constructlion provided at call-out and ring-cut
polnts for the remote control of call bells and/or sirens.

{STREN POINT | The place at which a siren 1s located.

‘Distributicni- 92, 93, 133
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§LQCAL CONTEOL OF A SIREN The control of a siren LY a manual operation at, or near, the siren point.

Thils operation aDplies mains voltage direct to the siren contactor.

REMOTE CONTROL OF A SIREN The control of a siren by & wmanual operation at a call-out point i
located away from the sliren polint.

RUNNING-CALL FACILITY Means whereby members of the public may give an alarm of fire =ither:-

i

i

|

\ fa) by operating = press button at the ring-out peint of a remote

‘ control system, thus causing the call-bells and/or slren to operate
‘ {b) Dby making = telephone call to the call-out point over the private

| clrcult assoclated with the remote control system.

ReTerences:— HNone
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